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September 23, 1996

96-234
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPROVE TUITION. FEE INCREASES

CHARLESTON -- Full-time Eastern Illinois University students will pay $72 more per
year in tuition and $5 1 more per year in mandatory student fees effective next fall following
action by Eastern's Board of Trustees Monday.
The trustees unanimously approved the new rates for Falll997 with the support of Eastern's
Student Senate, whose student representative to the board called the increases "sufficient for the
university and low enough to allow students to keep up" with the rise in the cost of their
education.
With the increase, tuition for full-time undergraduate students will be $2,124 per year (3.5%
increase) . Graduate students will pay $2,238 per year (3.3% increase). The increase for part-time
students would amount to $3 per semester hour for a total of $88.50 per semester hour for
undergraduates and $90.25 per semester hour for graduate students.
"These increases reflect a tremendous amount of input from students, faculty and staff," said
President David Joms. "The process we go through before recommending that students pay more
to attend this university is deliberative and sensitive to student situations."
-more-
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Even with the increases, Eastern's tuition and fee rates remain the lowest among Illinois'
residential public universities. An informal policy of annual, modest increases helps students and
parents better plan for the cost of college and helps the university attempt to keep pace with
escalating costs of library materials, technology demands, expanding federal regulations and
declining state tax support. Although the university has experienced one of the highest budget
increases among Illinois public universities for each of the last two years, general revenue funds
have shrunk from 77 percent ofEastern's appropriated budget in fiscal year 1980 to the current
level of 65 percent. Increased tuition has made up the difference.
Trustees approved two new mandatory fee increases at Monday's meeting-- a $7/year hike
in the Grant-in-Aid fee which supports scholarships, and $14/year for the Textbook Rental Fee.
The Textbook Rental Fee totals $144/year with the increase. The rental program enables students
to avoid purchasing textbooks, an expense estimated at $600 - $800 each year at other
universities.
Three additional fee increases will also go into effect next fall because of action taken a year
ago by the Board of Governors Universities, Eastern's former governing board. The former board
approved, at the request of Eastern, a two-step increase in the computer technology fee ($1 0
effective Fall '96, $5 effective Fall '97), the athletic fee ($5 effective Fall '96 and $5 effective
Fall '97) and the health services fee ($5 effective Fall '96 and $5 effective Fall '97). Each of the
increases are per semester.
The fee increases approved last year (a total of $30 per year) added to the fee increases
approved by Eastern's Board ($21 per year) equals a total mandatory fee increase of$51 per year
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over what students are currently paying, for a total mandatory fee rate of $904.1 0/year for fulltime students.

In other business, board trustees approved a wage agreement with the Fraternal Order of
Police. The agreement calls for a ten-cent per hour increase per officer for the purpose of
addressing the market equity issue. An additional ten cents per hour will be paid at three-year
intervals during the term of the agreement.
Trustees approved granting tenure to a Barry Riccio, associate professor of history. They
also amended the proposed budget for fiscal year 1998, submitted to the Illinois Board of Higher
Education for review last July. The amendment requests an additional $70,300 in the university's
operating budget for operations and maintenance related to the Buzzard renovation. The
amendment also requests $3.3 million to make major maintenance repairs to the steam plant in
order to burn coal in compliance with recent federal EPA regulations.
-30-

